— GRAND RAPIDS AREA ——

COALITION TO END
HOMELESSNESS

STEERING COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES
October 24, 2025
8:30am - 10:30am

Facilitator:

Elizabeth Stoddard

Meeting Attendees:

Elizabeth Stoddard, Marsha Mooney, Michelle Van Dyke, Casey Gordon,
Adrienne Goodstal, Thelma Ensink, Gustavo Perez, Wende Randall, Lindsey
Reames, Tenisa Frye, Maranda VanZegeren, Mark Contreras, Ryan VerWys,
Christie White, Alonda Trammell, Jazz McKinney, Sam Westhouse, Nelson
Soto, Ray King, Monique Carter, Kate Berens

Staff: Courtney Myers-Keaton, Alyssa Anten, Ronan Parmenter, Robyn Van
Dyke

Time Convened:

8:34 am | Time Adjourned: | 10:13am

Approval of Agenda

Motion by: | Adrienne Goodstal Support from: ‘ Thelma Ensink
Discussion
Amendments
Conclusion All in favor, motion passes
Approval of Minutes 9/19/2025
Motion by: | Casey Gordon Support from: ‘ Ray King
Discussion - Correct it to motion to provide a letter of support for Woda Cooper
- Ryan VW asked about CHC 2.0 budget instead of HSA
Amendments
Conclusion All in favor, motion passes

Public Comment on Any Agenda Item |

Discussion

Action ltems

Person Responsible Deadline

Approval of Consent Agenda

Motion by:

Ray King

Support from: ‘ Adrienne Goodstal

Discussion

Amendments

Conclusion

All in favor, motion passes

Director’s Report

Discussion

- Courtney wants to revisit the anticipated Steering topics slated for fall. The Governance
charter will be under review in addition to a fiduciary review and lead agency review, etc. to
keep things updated

o Will add revisiting Steering’s anticipated topics to Executive Committee’s agenda so it

stays on their radar

Data Report:
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- Thereis currently nothing to submit to HUD. This time of year, the Coalition should be in an
LSA planning period but the government shutdown has complicated things. We are keeping
an eye out for HUD guidance and hoping to stay on track.

- PIT count planning is underway. There is uncertainty about when submissions are due, but
we’re hoping to hold the count as planned. Courtney acknowledged the community concerns
and confirmed that the count is still happening, but if concerns come up, the count may be
halted.

o It was explained that the count is required every other year, but the Coalition
performs it annually.

o Courtney reassured that HMIS data is protected if the government asked for client
information.

- There will be an email sent out for Steering Council elections in 2 months

- The State of Youth Homelessness event is taking place on November 13™ with AYA, Covenant
House, Arbor Circle, YAB, and the COC. The plan is to talk about where the Coalition has been,
where we are, and where we’re going with youth homelessness to energize the youth space.

o Reimagining the youth committee, brainstorming on a new name.

Action ltems Person Responsible Deadline

Will add Steering’s anticipated topics to CoC Team November 12t
Executive’s agenda

Send out notifications for Steering Council
elections

Steering Council Attendance and Participation

Discussion

- Courtney brought this up to define the role of Steering Council for the Coalition. There was a
rough draft of a Steering Council roster attached in October’s packet. This is to note
attendance and act as a reminder to participate in one committee outside of Steering
(General Membership does not count), and to keep accountability.

Federal Updates |

Discussion

- There was an exposé about changes to COC program funding and how it’s allowed to be
utilized. Most notably, they want to cap PSH projects at 30% -- which means the COC would
have to cut $7 million from projects and reallocate it somewhere else. YHDP funds could be
eliminated from the NOFO, resulting in losing $1.8 million YHDP restricted funding.

o Applications will be based on response rate and yes/no answers.

o Courtney suspects that mention of harm reduction and equity measures will most
likely not be allowed.

o We will be seeing significant changes across the country due to this.

- In addition to the restrictions above, if HUD were to release a NOFO, the timeline would put
contracts that renew in January in danger since projects wouldn’t be awarded until we’re well
into 2026.
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Thelma Ensink: Asked to confirm which projects will not be renewed regarding PSH’s.
Courtney suspects there may be different terminology, but we do not provide the supportive
services they’ve been tiptoeing around.

Ryan VerWys: Asked about Housing Solutions funding, specifically about the clarification of
unsupported housing and if we were to see an increase in evictions within 3 months.
Courtney thinks that both will be the reality. Overall, there’s uncertainty about what it will
exactly look like, but this will be a community conversation with non-profit leaders happening
at the end of 2025 or beginning of 2026. Ryan advocates, the sooner the conversations can
happen, the better. Courtney suggests that Kate can provide more information about this.
Alonda Trammell: Wants to make sure that The Dwelling Place is on the list as they want to
stay ahead of this as much as possible.

Casey Gordon: Asked how transitional housing impacted, but we’re unsure still. Courtney
suspects that the joint projects would fall under the transitional housing umbrella.

Action ltems Person Responsible Deadline

Courtney will share the document she presented. | CoC Team
Alyssa is pulling how many households would be
impacted.

CHC 2.0 Update

Discussion

There’s been a few CHC 2.0 demo presentations over the past few weeks at Executive and
Coordinated Entry committee that received positive responses. Details are still being finalized
about how CHC operates within the context of the CE system. What will most likely happen is
that we get a contract/agreement with Community Rebuilders (a whole process in itself).
Currently, CR is working with partners to get feedback on finalizing things.
Hoping to have a presentation in November and present it in December.
Courtney talked about potentially seeking some funding opportunities, although Liz said
there’s no proposed agreement yet. We’re planning to look ahead to a Community Rebuilders
presentation at November Steering Council, but in the interim, we asked if they would be
willing to provide community demo sessions as informational sessions are for Steering Council
only.
Ryan VerWys: Asked if those documents could be shared. Courtney said the draft is still under
legal review so we’re unable to respond yet. Hoping to reframe the governance document as
an operational guide for CHC 2.0 in our system.
Casey Gordon: Asked about the annual subscription regarding packages, payment, and fees
beyond general subscription, in addition to where we would potentially place the cost of CHC
2.0 in the COC'’s current budget. Courtney says we would have to seek additional funding to
support staff.

o There were some follow-up questions about payments and cancellations. There’s a

need to start seeing things in writing as it’s hard to react to something we don’t have.

Ryan VerWys: Asked if the value of CHC 2.0 will diminish if not everyone participates.
Courtney answered that if we use it for Coordinated Entry, it will be required of us to use CHC
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2.0 and it will diminish it if not everybody participates. Ryan invites Executive Committee to
do some scenario planning in case there’s a split vote on it.

- Courtney encouraged all to go to the community demos for CHC 2.0 and Tenisa seconded
that, especially for those working on the front end.

Action ltems Person Responsible Deadline

Invite CR to present on CHC 2.0 in November to CoC Team
present in December
Share Courtney’s documents

YAB Facilitation Proposal AYA Youth Collective

Discussion

- An RFP went out for YAB facilitation which includes stipends. AYA was the only one that
submitted the proposal.
o The proposal went to Executive which led us to ask how we deal with these
processes. There is a need to document this process to bring to Steering.
- Liz Stoddard: Suggested that we start with United Way’s procurement policies and
procedures, then Steering Council, and then the Coalition.

Action ltems Person Responsible Deadline

Create standard process for contractual
agreements above 10k

Nominating Committee

Discussion

- Courtney brought up the confusing language in our charter surrounding nominating
committee. She went over what the outdated charter said about the roles and expressed
interest in an open election for candidates based on nominating committee
recommendations.

- There is a need to have a full nominating committee before Steering elections in 2 months. Liz
asked if the governance charter gives Executive the power to appoint two seats. There seems
to also be a need to revise the language.

- The motion for the governance charter will be reviewed by January

Motion to Review Governance Charter before

January
Motion by: | Jazz McKinney Support from: | Kate Berens
Discussion
Amendments
Conclusion All in favor, motion passes
Action ltems Review Governance Charter before January
MSHDA HCV Prioritization |
Discussion

- The prioritization process is based off the workgroup made to discuss this. At the beginning of
the year, a prioritization process was created for MSHDA HCV’s instead of using a lottery
system. There were concerns with previous pulls about the effects specifically around people
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with fixed income and on RRH lists. It presented challenges to track, administrate, and
concerns about how it was impacting RRH services.
Another work group came together to talk about what would be best. They were determined
to equally split allocations between those who are chronically homeless and those that are on
the active prioritization list who returned to homelessness after 24 hours of exiting a program
due to not being stabilized on their own after 2 years.

o There was no vote due to not having enough time to process. Does not need to be

approved until November.

There were multiple questions about this, ranging from what committee discussions look like,
if GR Attrition voucher preferences change, and what happens when there isn’t an even
number to vote to approve a new policy.
Courtney confirmed that it will be MSHDA only
Sam Westhouse: Talked about her involvement in the meetings and wanting to create
movement as the people need a longstanding resource. She also brought up unintended
consequences, where Courtney brought up a document that lists additional consequences.
Liz Stoddard: Asked if there’s a chairperson for CE.

Action ltems Person Responsible Deadline

Put October CE minutes in for the November Robyn Van Dyke
Steering packet

Any other matters by Steering Committee
Member(s)

Discussion

Action ltems Person Responsible Deadline

Public Comment on Any Item

Discussion

ENTF sent out information regarding the impact of SNAP and WIC benefits. Also had
opportunities for support and advocacy for what could be done.

Action ltems Person Responsible Deadline
Add ENTF’s info about SNAP and WIC to the Robyn Van Dyke

newsletter

Adjourn




