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Administration
Interviewer’s Name

                                                                      

Agency

                                                                      

 ¨ Team
 ¨ Staff
 ¨ Volunteer

Survey Date

DD/MM/YYYY          /       /            

Survey Time

         

Survey Location

                                                                      

Opening Script
Every assessor in your community regardless of organization completing the VI-SPDAT should use the 
same introductory script. In that script you should highlight the following information:

• the name of the assessor and their affiliation (organization that employs them, volunteer as part of a 
Point in Time Count, etc.)

• the purpose of the VI-SPDAT being completed
• that it usually takes less than 7 minutes to complete
• that only “Yes,” “No,” or one-word answers are being sought
• that any question can be skipped or refused
• where the information is going to be stored
• that if the participant does not understand a question or the assessor does not understand the ques-

tion that clarification can be provided
• the importance of relaying accurate information to the assessor and not feeling that there is a correct 

or preferred answer that they need to provide, nor information they need to conceal

Basic Information
First Name

                                                                                                                  

Nickname

                                                                                                                  

 Last Name

                                                                                                                  

In what language do you feel best able to express yourself?                                                                             

Date of Birth Age Social Security Number Consent to participate

DD/MM/YYYY          /       /                                                                           ¨ Yes  ¨ No

IF THE PERSON IS 60 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, THEN SCORE 1.
SCORE:
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A. History of Housing and Homelessness
1. Where do you sleep most frequently? (check one)  ¨ Shelters

 ¨ Transitional Housing
 ¨ Safe Haven
 ¨ Outdoors
 ¨ Other (specify):
                                    
 ¨ Refused

IF THE PERSON ANSWERS ANYTHING OTHER THAN “SHELTER”, “TRANSITIONAL HOUSING”, 
OR “SAFE HAVEN”, THEN SCORE 1.

SCORE:

2. How long has it been since you lived in permanent stable 
housing?

                      ¨ Refused 

3. In the last three years, how many times have you been 
homeless?

                      ¨ Refused 

IF THE PERSON HAS EXPERIENCED 1 OR MORE CONSECUTIVE YEARS OF HOMELESSNESS, 
AND/OR 4+ EPISODES OF HOMELESSNESS, THEN SCORE 1.

SCORE:

B. Risks
4. In the past six months, how many times have you...

a) Received health care at an emergency department/room?                       ¨ Refused

b) Taken an ambulance to the hospital?                       ¨ Refused 

c) Been hospitalized as an inpatient?                       ¨ Refused 

d) Used a crisis service, including sexual assault crisis, mental 
health crisis, family/intimate violence, distress centers and 
suicide prevention hotlines?

                      ¨ Refused 

e) Talked to police because you witnessed a crime, were the victim 
of a crime, or the alleged perpetrator of a crime or because the 
police told you that you must move along?

                      ¨ Refused 

f) Stayed one or more nights in a holding cell, jail or prison, whether 
that was a short-term stay like the drunk tank, a longer stay for a 
more serious offence, or anything in between?

                      ¨ Refused 

IF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF INTERACTIONS EQUALS 4 OR MORE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR 
EMERGENCY SERVICE USE.

SCORE:

5. Have you been attacked or beaten up since you’ve become 
homeless?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

6. Have you threatened to or tried to harm yourself or anyone 
else in the last year?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR RISK OF HARM.
SCORE:
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7. Do you have any legal stuff going on right now that may result 
in you being locked up, having to pay fines, or that make it 
more difficult to rent a place to live?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES,” THEN SCORE 1 FOR LEGAL ISSUES.
SCORE:

8. Does anybody force or trick you to do things that you do not 
want to do?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

9. Do you ever do things that may be considered to be risky 
like exchange sex for money, run drugs for someone, have 
unprotected sex with someone you don’t know, share a 
needle, or anything like that?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR RISK OF EXPLOITATION.
SCORE:

C. Socialization & Daily Functioning
10. Is there any person, past landlord, business, bookie, dealer, 

or government group like the IRS that thinks you owe them 
money?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

11. Do you get any money from the government, a pension, 
an inheritance, working under the table, a regular job, or 
anything like that?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO QUESTION 10 OR “NO” TO QUESTION 11, THEN SCORE 1 FOR MONEY 
MANAGEMENT.

SCORE:

12. Do you have planned activities, other than just surviving, that 
make you feel happy and fulfilled?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “NO,” THEN SCORE 1 FOR MEANINGFUL DAILY ACTIVITY.
SCORE:

13. Are you currently able to take care of basic needs like bathing, 
changing clothes, using a restroom, getting food and clean 
water and other things like that?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “NO,” THEN SCORE 1 FOR SELF-CARE.
SCORE:

14. Is your current homelessness in any way caused by a 
relationship that broke down, an unhealthy or abusive 
relationship, or because family or friends caused you to 
become evicted?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES,” THEN SCORE 1 FOR SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS.
SCORE:
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D. Wellness
15. Have you ever had to leave an apartment, shelter program, or 

other place you were staying because of your physical health?
 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

16. Do you have any chronic health issues with your liver, kidneys, 
stomach, lungs or heart?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

17. If there was space available in a program that specifically 
assists people that live with HIV or AIDS, would that be of 
interest to you?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

18. Do you have any physical disabilities that would limit the type 
of housing you could access, or would make it hard to live 
independently because you’d need help?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

19. When you are sick or not feeling well, do you avoid getting 
help?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

20. FOR FEMALE RESPONDENTS ONLY: Are you currently pregnant?  ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ N/A or 
Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR PHYSICAL HEALTH.
SCORE:

21. Has your drinking or drug use led you to being kicked out of 
an apartment or program where you were staying in the past?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

22. Will drinking or drug use make it difficult for you to stay 
housed or afford your housing?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR SUBSTANCE USE.
SCORE:

23. Have you ever had trouble maintaining your housing, or been kicked out of an 
apartment, shelter program or other place you were staying, because of:

a) A mental health issue or concern?  ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

b) A past head injury?  ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

c) A learning disability, developmental disability, or other 
impairment?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

24. Do you have any mental health or brain issues that would 
make it hard for you to live independently because you’d need 
help?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR MENTAL HEALTH.
SCORE:

IF THE RESPONENT SCORED 1 FOR PHYSICAL HEALTH AND 1 FOR SUBSTANCE USE AND 1 
FOR MENTAL HEALTH, SCORE 1 FOR TRI-MORBIDITY.

SCORE:
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25. Are there any medications that a doctor said you should be 
taking that, for whatever reason, you are not taking?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

26. Are there any medications like painkillers that you don’t 
take the way the doctor prescribed or where you sell the 
medication?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, SCORE 1 FOR MEDICATIONS.
SCORE:

27. YES OR NO: Has your current period of homelessness 
been caused by an experience of emotional, physical, 
psychological, sexual, or other type of abuse, or by any other 
trauma you have experienced?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES”, SCORE 1 FOR ABUSE AND TRAUMA.
SCORE:

Scoring Summary
DOMAIN SUBTOTAL RESULTS

PRE-SURVEY /1 Score: Recommendation:

0-3: no housing intervention

4-7: an assessment for Rapid 
Re-Housing

8+: an assessment for Permanent 
Supportive Housing/Housing First

A. HISTORY OF HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS /2

B. RISKS /4

C. SOCIALIZATION & DAILY FUNCTIONS /4

D. WELLNESS /6

GRAND TOTAL: /17

Follow-Up Questions
On a regular day, where is it easiest to find 
you and what time of day is easiest to do 
so?

place:                                                                                   

time:        :          or

Is there a phone number and/or email 
where someone can safely get in touch with 
you or leave you a message? 

phone:  (         )              -                          

email:                                                                                  

Ok, now I’d like to take your picture so that 
it is easier to find you and confirm your 
identity in the future. May I do so?

 ¨ Yes  ¨ No  ¨ Refused

Communities are encouraged to think of additional questions that may be relevant to the programs being 
operated or your specific local context. This may include questions related to:

• military service and nature of 
discharge

• ageing out of care
• mobility issues

• legal status in country
• income and source of it
• current restrictions on where a 

person can legally reside

• children that may reside with 
the adult at some point in the 
future

• safety planning
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Administration
Interviewer’s Name

                                                                      

Agency

                                                                      

 ¨ Team
 ¨ Staff
 ¨ Volunteer

Survey Date

DD/MM/YYYY          /       /            

Survey Time

          :           

Survey Location

                                                                      

Opening Script
Every assessor in your community regardless of organization completing the VI-SPDAT should use the 
same introductory script. In that script you should highlight the following information:

• the name of the assessor and their affiliation (organization that employs them, volunteer as part of a 
Point in Time Count, etc.)

• the purpose of the VI-SPDAT being completed
• that it usually takes less than 7 minutes to complete
• that only “Yes,” “No,” or one-word answers are being sought
• that any question can be skipped or refused
• where the information is going to be stored
• that if the participant does not understand a question that clarification can be provided
• the importance of relaying accurate information to the assessor and not feeling that there is a correct 

or preferred answer that they need to provide, nor information they need to conceal

Basic Information
First Name

                                                                                                                  

Nickname

                                                                                                                  

 Last Name

                                                                                                                  

In what language do you feel best able to express yourself?                                                                             

Date of Birth Age Social Security Number Consent to participate

DD/MM/YYYY          /       /                                                                           ¨ Yes  ¨ No

IF THE PERSON IS 17 YEARS OF AGE OR LESS, THEN SCORE 1.
SCORE:
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A. History of Housing and Homelessness
1. Where do you sleep most frequently? (check one)

 ¨ Shelters
 ¨ Transitional Housing
 ¨ Safe Haven

 ¨ Couch surfing
 ¨ Outdoors
 ¨ Refused

 ¨ Other (specify):
                                    

IF THE PERSON ANSWERS ANYTHING OTHER THAN “SHELTER”, “TRANSITIONAL HOUSING”, 
OR “SAFE HAVEN”, THEN SCORE 1.

SCORE:

2. How long has it been since you lived in permanent stable 
housing?

                      ¨ Refused 

3. In the last three years, how many times have you been 
homeless?

                      ¨ Refused 

IF THE PERSON HAS EXPERIENCED 1 OR MORE CONSECUTIVE YEARS OF HOMELESSNESS, 
AND/OR 4+ EPISODES OF HOMELESSNESS, THEN SCORE 1.

SCORE:

B. Risks
4. In the past six months, how many times have you...

a) Received health care at an emergency department/room?                       ¨ Refused

b) Taken an ambulance to the hospital?                       ¨ Refused 

c) Been hospitalized as an inpatient?                       ¨ Refused 

d) Used a crisis service, including sexual assault crisis, mental 
health crisis, family/intimate violence, distress centers and 
suicide prevention hotlines?

                      ¨ Refused 

e) Talked to police because you witnessed a crime, were the victim 
of a crime, or the alleged perpetrator of a crime or because the 
police told you that you must move along?

                      ¨ Refused 

f) Stayed one or more nights in a holding cell, jail, prison or juvenile 
detention, whether it was a short-term stay like the drunk tank, a 
longer stay for a more serious offence, or anything in between?

                      ¨ Refused 

IF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF INTERACTIONS EQUALS 4 OR MORE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR 
EMERGENCY SERVICE USE.

SCORE:

5. Have you been attacked or beaten up since you’ve become 
homeless?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

6. Have you threatened to or tried to harm yourself or anyone 
else in the last year?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR RISK OF HARM.
SCORE:
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7. Do you have any legal stuff going on right now that may result 
in you being locked up, having to pay fines, or that make it 
more difficult to rent a place to live?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

8. Were you ever incarcerated when younger than age 18?  ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR LEGAL ISSUES.
SCORE:

9. Does anybody force or trick you to do things that you do not 
want to do?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

10. Do you ever do things that may be considered to be risky like 
exchange sex for money, food, drugs, or a place to stay, run 
drugs for someone, have unprotected sex with someone you 
don’t know, share a needle, or anything like that?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR RISK OF EXPLOITATION.
SCORE:

C. Socialization & Daily Functioning
11. Is there any person, past landlord, business, bookie, dealer, 

or government group like the IRS that thinks you owe them 
money?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

12. Do you get any money from the government, an inheritance, 
an allowance, working under the table, a regular job, or 
anything like that?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO QUESTION 11 OR “NO” TO QUESTION 12, THEN SCORE 1 FOR MONEY 
MANAGEMENT.

SCORE:

13. Do you have planned activities, other than just surviving, that 
make you feel happy and fulfilled?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “NO,” THEN SCORE 1 FOR MEANINGFUL DAILY ACTIVITY.
SCORE:

14. Are you currently able to take care of basic needs like bathing, 
changing clothes, using a restroom, getting food and clean 
water and other things like that?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “NO,” THEN SCORE 1 FOR SELF-CARE.
SCORE:
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15. Is your current lack of stable housing...

a) Because you ran away from your family home, a group 
home or a foster home?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

b) Because of a difference in religious or cultural beliefs from 
your parents, guardians or caregivers?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

c) Because your family or friends caused you to become 
homeless?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

d) Because of conflicts around gender identity or sexual 
orientation?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS.
SCORE:

e) Because of violence at home between family members?  ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

f) Because of an unhealthy or abusive relationship, either at 
home or elsewhere?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR ABUSE/TRAUMA.
SCORE:

D. Wellness
16. Have you ever had to leave an apartment, shelter program, or 

other place you were staying because of your physical health?
 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

17. Do you have any chronic health issues with your liver, kidneys, 
stomach, lungs or heart?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

18. If there was space available in a program that specifically 
assists people that live with HIV or AIDS, would that be of 
interest to you?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

19. Do you have any physical disabilities that would limit the type 
of housing you could access, or would make it hard to live 
independently because you’d need help?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

20. When you are sick or not feeling well, do you avoid getting 
medical help?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

21.  Are you currently pregnant, have you ever been pregnant, or 
have you ever gotten someone pregnant?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR PHYSICAL HEALTH.
SCORE:
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22. Has your drinking or drug use led you to being kicked out of
an apartment or program where you were staying in the past?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

23. Will drinking or drug use make it difficult for you to stay
housed or afford your housing?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

24. If you’ve ever used marijuana, did you ever try it at age 12 or
younger?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR SUBSTANCE USE.
SCORE:

25. Have you ever had trouble maintaining your housing, or been kicked out of an
apartment, shelter program or other place you were staying, because of:

a) A mental health issue or concern?  ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

b) A past head injury?  ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

c) A learning disability, developmental disability, or other
impairment?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

26. Do you have any mental health or brain issues that would
make it hard for you to live independently because you’d need
help?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, THEN SCORE 1 FOR MENTAL HEALTH.
SCORE:

IF THE RESPONENT SCORED 1 FOR PHYSICAL HEALTH AND 1 FOR SUBSTANCE USE AND 1 
FOR MENTAL HEALTH, SCORE 1 FOR TRI-MORBIDITY.

SCORE:

27. Are there any medications that a doctor said you should be
taking that, for whatever reason, you are not taking?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

28. Are there any medications like painkillers that you don’t
take the way the doctor prescribed or where you sell the
medication?

 ¨ Y  ¨ N  ¨ Refused

IF “YES” TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, SCORE 1 FOR MEDICATIONS.
SCORE:

Scoring Summary
DOMAIN SUBTOTAL RESULTS

PRE-SURVEY /1 Score: Recommendation:

0-3: no moderate or high intensity 
services be provided at this time

4-7: assessment for time-limited sup-
ports with moderate intensity

8+: assessment for long-term hous-
ing with high service intensity

A. HISTORY OF HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS /2

B. RISKS /4

C. SOCIALIZATION & DAILY FUNCTIONS /5
D. WELLNESS /5

GRAND TOTAL: /17
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Follow-Up Questions
On a regular day, where is it easiest to find 
you and what time of day is easiest to do 
so?

place: 

time:        :          or 

Is there a phone number and/or email 
where someone can get in touch with you or 
leave you a message? 

phone:  (         )              -

email:  

Ok, now I’d like to take your picture so that 
it is easier to find you and confirm your 
identity in the future. May I do so?

 ¨ Yes  ¨ No  ¨ Refused

Communities are encouraged to think of additional questions that may be relevant to the programs being 
operated or your specific local context. This may include questions related to:

• military service and nature of discharge
• ageing out of care
• mobility issues
• legal status in country
• income and source of it
• current restrictions on where a person can legally reside
• children that may reside with the youth at some point in the future
• safety planning



Question 1: Do you have minor dependent children in your household? 
Question 2: Let's start with your first name? 
Question 3: What is your last name? 
Question 4: What is your age? 

All (CR/FP pathway)  

Question 5: In the last 7-days have you slept outside, in a vehicle, or an abandoned building? 
Rationale: A large-scale, two-year panel study in Australia finds that having a current housing issue is more 
predictive of entry into homelessness than homeless history is. 
Source: Assessment Tools for Allocating Homelessness Assistance: State of the Evidence. PD&R Expert Convenings 
Summary Report. February 2015. 

Yes 
No 

Question 6: What is your housing situation today? 
Rationale: People who live in unsheltered situations, such as the streets, often have poorer health, less access to 
health care, and an increased risk of premature mortality as compared with their sheltered counterparts. 
Source: Homelessness, Unsheltered Status, and Risk. Factors for Mortality: Findings from the 100,000 homes 
campaign. (Montgomery, Szymkowiak, Marcus, Howard, and Culhane, 2016). 

I'm staying on the street, in a vehicle, abandoned building or park 
I'm staying in an emergency shelter or motel paid for by an emergency shelter provider. 
I'm staying in motel paid for by self or friends/family 
I'm staying with family or friends 

(comes from question 6 if the household checks "I'm staying in an emergency shelter or motel 
paid for by an emergency shelter provider) 
Question 7a: You stated you are currently staying in an emergency shelter or motel paid for by 
emergency shelter, which emergency shelter are you in? 

Family Promise, Mel Trotter Ministries, Community Rebuilders, Inner City Christian Federation, 
Salvation Army Social Services, Other  

(comes from question 6 if the household checks "I'm staying in an emergency shelter or motel 
paid for by an emergency shelter provider) 
Question 7b: How long have you and your family been staying at the emergency shelter? 
Rationale: The results indicate that a substantial majority of homeless families stay in public shelters for relatively 
brief periods, exit, and do not return. 
Source: Culhane, D. P., Metraux, S., Park, J., Schretzman, M., & Valente, J. (2007). Testing a Typology of Family 
Homelessness Based on Patterns of Public Shelter Utilization in Four U.S. Jurisdictions: Implications for Policy and 
Program Planning. Retrieved from https://repository.upenn.edu/spp_papers/67

Less than one month 
1 to 3 months 
3 to 6 months 
6 to 9 months 



9 to 12 months 
More than 12 months 

 
(comes from question 6 if the household checks I'm staying on the street, in a vehicle, 
abandoned building or park) 
Question 8. How long has your family been living outdoors, in a vehicle or in an abandoned 
building? 
Rationale: People who live in unsheltered situations, such as the streets, often have poorer health, less access to 
health care, and an increased risk of premature mortality as compared with their sheltered counterparts. Being 
unsheltered increased respondents' odds of having risk factors for mortality. 
Source: Homelessness, Unsheltered Status, and Risk. Factors for Mortality: Findings from the 100,000 homes 
campaign. (Montgomery, Szymkowiak, Marcus, Howard, and Culhane, 2016). 

Less than one month 
1 to 3 months 
3 to 6 months 
6 to 9 months 
9 to 12 months  
More than 12 months 

 
Question 9. Regardless of where you are staying right now how many separate occasions has 
your family been living outdoors, in a vehicle, in an emergency shelter or a motel paid for by 
an emergency shelter? 
Rationale:. Having a previous episode of homelessness is predictive of one’s ability to quickly resolve the current 
episode of homelessness.  
Source: NAEH 

One Time (this is the first time) 
2 or more 
3 or more times 

 
 
Question 10: Please tell us a little more about your situation.  
Rationale: For families, the risk factors are additive, meaning the more risk factors an individual family has, the 
higher their risk for shelter entry. 
Source: Assessment Tools for Allocating Homelessness Assistance: State of the Evidence. PD&R Expert Convenings 
Summary Report. February 2015. 

My family is under threat of having children removed from the home, or they have 
already been removed from the home. 
My family is fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence. 
My family lacks the financial resources and support networks to obtain housing on 
our own.  
My family is residing in an unhealthy physical environment (i.e. bugs, mold, lead 
paint/pipes, no utilities, water leaks, no smoke detectors)  
My family is not able to stay at our current location during the day. 
My family is not able to shower where we are currently staying. 
My child or children are temporarily staying with family or friends. 



 
Question 11: What is your family size? 
Rationale: An evaluation of HUD’s Rapid Re-Housing for Families Demonstration Program did not find correlations 
between rates of return to shelter and family structure, but research in New York City found that larger families 
with more children exit home-less assistance more slowly than do smaller families with fewer children. 
Source: Assessment Tools for Allocating Homelessness Assistance: State of the Evidence. PD&R Expert Convenings 
Summary Report. February 2015. 

1, 2, 3, 4 
5+ 

 
Question 12: What was your last known permanent zip code? 
 
Question 13: What is your race or ethnicity? 
Rationale: Just over half of people in families with children who used shelter in 2016 identified as African American 
or Black (51.7%). This proportion is 3.8 times higher than that of African Americans among all families with 
children in the U.S. (13.6%) and more than double the proportion of African American families with 
children in the U.S. who are living in poverty (23.4%). According to the PIT data, African Americans 
represented an estimated 21% of the people in unsheltered families with children on a single night in 2017. 
Source: United States Interagency Council on 
Homelessness 

Asian, Hispanic/Latinx, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, Black or African 
American, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Other 
White 

 
Question 14: Have you served in the US Armed Forces? (Jennifer Shields pathway)  
Yes, No 
 
Question 15: What language are you most comfortable speaking? 

English 
Language other than English 

 
Question 16:  Do you have a high school degree? 
Rationale: Correlators identified as being prevelant in or having a protective factor in reducing unsheltered 
homelessness include attainment of a high school degree/diploma.  
Source: Homelessness, Unsheltered Status, and RiskFactors for Mortality: Findings from the 100,000 homes 
campaign. (Montgomery, Szymkowiak, Marcus, Howard, and Culhane, 2016) 

No 
Yes, I choose not to answer 

 
Question 17: What was your main activity during most of the last 12 months? 
No finances or limited finances including a history of financial instability along with unemployment are associated 
risk factors for homelessness. 
Source: Assessment of Risk and Protective Factors for Homelessness: Preliminary Validation of the Life Needs 
Inventory (Brown-Young, 2006). 

Worked for pay, Attended school, Household duties, Other 
Unemployed 
Permanently unable to work 



 
Question 18: What is your main source of health insurance? 
Rationale: Human Capital 
Source: Shinn, Marybeth et al. “Efficient targeting of homelessness prevention services for families.” American 
journal of public health vol. 103 Suppl 2,Suppl 2 (2013): S324-30. doi:10.2105/AJPH.2013.301468 

Uninsured, Medicaid or Medicare 
Private insurance 

 
 
 
Emergencies: Dangerous situation (literal homeless), health related, immediate danger. 

Factors include: Unsheltered homelessness, fleeing or attempting to flee domestic 
violence, removal of dependent children from the household by child welfare as a 
result of housing instability. 

 
Urgent: Fundamental basic needs that require immediate care including: fundamental 
physiological needs, food, shelter, homelessness, health (reduce barriers to meeting urgent 
needs). 

Factors include: Temporary and inadequate housing, such as an emergency shelter, 
with family or friends or residing in a motel/hotel.  
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